apts n d 11150 East Boulevard Tel 216-421-7340 News Release 


Cleveland, Ohio Fax 216-229-5095 
Museum 44106-1797 www.clevelandart.org 
of Art 
A world of great 
art tor everyone 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


CONTACT: — Donna Brock 
(216) 707-2260 
dbrock @clevelandart.org 


Cleveland Museum of Art Awarded $1.59 Million 
for Department of Asian Art 


CLEVELAND, OH (April 2, 2004) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) will receive grants totaling $1.59 
million from the New York City-based Andrew W. Mellon Foundation in support of its world-renowned 
Department of Asian Art. 

The grants will establish a permanently endowed curatorial chair in Chinese art and provide support for an 
assistant/associate curator of Chinese art for the next four years. Of the funds included in the Mellon Foundation 
Grant, $1.25 million are in the form of a challenge to be matched over four years through designated contributions 
of $1.75 million. 

The announcement comes on the eve of the retirement of Dr. Ju-hsi Chou, 68, curator of Chinese art for 
the Museum since 1998. Following his retirement, effective June 30, Dr. Chou will continue to serve the Museum 
as a consultant while he simultaneously mentors his successor and completes a catalog of CMA’s collection of 
Chinese paintings. The search for a replacement is already underway. 

The funding from the Mellon Foundation ensures that a strong transitional team will be in place to help the 
Museum maintain excellence within its Department of Asian Art as it maneuvers through this period of change, 
and will guarantee the position in perpetuity. 

“This support from the Mellon Foundation is a truly remarkable statement from one of the nation’s leading 
philanthropic organizations,’ Museum Director Katharine Lee Reid said. “In making the grant, the Mellon 
Foundation recognizes the stature of Cleveland’s Chinese collection and ensures that leading curators will come 
here to oversee this remarkable cultural holding. Dr. Chou was instrumental in paving the way and this is a fine 
tribute to his career at the Cleveland Museum of Art.” 

The CMA has one of the nation’s most outstanding Asian collections. With more than 5,800 objects from 
prehistory to the modern era, the Chinese art collection alone spans more than 5,000 years. 

The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation was created in 1969 by the children of the Pittsburgh industrialist, 
philanthropist and Secretary of the Treasury in the Warren G. Harding Administration, and named in honor of their 
father. With nearly $5 billion in assets, the foundation makes grants in support of higher education, 


museums and art conservation, performing arts, conservation and the environment, and public affairs. 


(more) 
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The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship, and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services, and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 


# 


